
Ashfield Boys’ High School 

P&C General meeting 

Minutes – 9th February 2026 

1. Present Helen Hislop, Helen De Wolfe, Geoff Wilson, Dwayne Hopwood, Danielle Elliott, 
Gabby Russell, Ali Matheson, Simon Hester, Lucy Winters, Carmel Quinn, Fiona 
Shadwick, Dimitra Vlahomitros, Beth Rosser, Melanie Robertson, Erika Dempsey, 
Margo Stephens, Stephanie Forsmann, Phil Pooley, Oscar Cabaye, Deb McDonald, 
Shannon Takacs, Peter Takacs, Helen al Hariri, Nelson Roo, Reese Ghezzi, Veronica 
Yang, Amanda Brunskill, Jane Sanchez, Jacqui Bouf, Julie Andrade, Alicia Grunseit, Nick 
Grunseit, Bin Li, Meli Santos and Pru Sawyer. 

 Apologies Conrad Hilder 

 Secretary Helen Hislop 

 Minutes Helen Hislop 

2. Meeting opened 6:48pm 

3. Minutes of 
previous meeting 

Minutes for 1 December 2025 accepted by Helen De Wolfe 

 
4. President’s Report  

Helen De Wolfe 

Acknowledgement of meeting on Gadigal land. 
Report as per AGM. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Simon Hester 

Period: 01/12/2025 to 09/02/2026 
 
Westpac Community Solutions Account: 
Balance on 01/12: $66,534.27 
Balance on 06/02: $74,539.93 
Change in period: +$8,005.66 
 
Transactions: 
 
Date Description   Deposit               Withdrawal 
03/12 Square deposit                $1,593.96 
05/12 TCN payment for gift cards   $9,293.75 
08/12 Transfer to Aus Post card   $800.00 
10/12 Valiant Star Productions 
 payment (film group)    $2,467.90 
17/12 Voluntary contributions 
 deposit                  $18,600.00 
18/12 Uniform purchase    $30.00 
 
 
Aust Post Debit Card  
Balance on 06/02: $142.80 



Cash 
$95 
 
Building Fund 
Balance on 06/02: $53,027 
 
Treasurer's summary: 
The P&C's funds increased in the period, mainly due to the deposit of voluntary 
contributions, less the purchase of gift cards. 
 
The P&C remains in a healthy financial position, with the capacity to allocate funds to 
approved projects and expenses. 

6.  Principal’s Report 

Dwayne Hopwood 

Welcome to 2026. 

It has been a settled start to the year, with new yr 7’s managing well. 

Ended 2025 well – HSC results were good and beyond what was expected. Dux was 
Tucker with ATAR 99.1. Students achieved 13 ATARs over 90, 46% results in top 2 
bands, 76% in top 3 bands. All those applying for university got in.  

Staffing remains stable, 1 English teacher lost for family reasons, Head Teacher 
position for TAS lost due to numbers. 

Thursday 12th February is census day for funding numbers. 

$600k over budget for 2025 to cover additional staffing in learning support. The 
additional money comes from renting out spaces at school, contributions etc.  

The school has invested in vivi to allow for screen sharing without need for cables. 
Kids can join virtual classroom when they are using devices in class – screen share 
teacher to student and student to teacher. Emergency broadcasting to all screens at 
school can also be done. Cast to every screen in the school – could enable boys to do 
newscasts. This technology will reduce time wasted on setting up technology and 
allow more class focus on learning. 

Department AI package – all boys will have been spoken to about NSW EduChat by 
tomorrow. This went live in December 2025 and prompts for questions rather than 
just providing answers. Platform has child protection measures embedded so will 
pop up a notification to teachers if any student is looking up topics that are of 
concern e.g. self harm, drugs etc.  

3 lifts are working and all areas of school are now fully accessible to all students. 
Stage lift for the hall is underway.  

Visits to primary schools underway by Dwayne. 

Open night is 10th March. Action: P&C parent volunteers to assist on the Open night. 

7.  Fundraising 
Committee 

Report/Events 

Usual events across a year at Ashfield Boys include: 

- Ashtalks – any connections with speakers or talks, please advise as always 
looking for topics. Have done in person in the hall or online. Previous topics 
can be seen here: Events – Ashfield Boys High School P&C Association 

https://www.vivi.io/downloads/
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/education-for-a-changing-world/nsweduchat
https://ashfieldboyspc.org.au/category/events/


- Trivia night – Friday 29th May. Polish club is available. QR code to volunteer 
to assist with arranging band and trivia person, assistance to get donations, 
theme, decorations etc circulated at meeting. 

- Teachers appreciation events – end of term 2 food provision at the end of 
parent teacher nights. World teachers day lunch in term 4. 

- 2nd hand uniform shop – QR code for volunteers for week 8 Friday morning 
each term. Some requests to bring this earlier in each term – to be 
determined with those who volunteer.  

- Open night 10th March – talking to prospective parents about the school. 
- Term 4 orientation day – P&C speech plus uniform shop. 

Events the P&C is unlikely to repeat: 

- Movie night – not well attended but enjoyed by those who went in 2025. 
- Election day BBQ as only 700 voters in this location due to difficulty parking 

and hence the return on investment does not make this worthwhile 

New event ideas: 

 - Yr 7/8 dance with Burwood Girls. Volunteer in creating a new event for this. Jackie 
Bouf will co-ordinate this event. 

– working bee with a picnic after? Difficult as no gardens to clean. 

All ideas welcome to ashfieldboyspandc@gmail.com 

8.  Other Business Ali Matheson nominated, seconded, voted and appointed as 2026 auditor. 

Million word man vouchers from 2025 will be given out to the boys 10/2/2026. 

9.  Close Meeting closed 7:18pm 
Next meeting is Monday 16th March 6:30pm 

 


